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John- 

In anticipation of your meeting with Saul tomorrow, 
Best, 

Damon (7-1270) 
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A US acknowledges Europe concern on secret prisons 

WASHING? ON Nov 29 (Reuters) - Under German pressure, the United States acknowledged for the first time on 

be ^SStSLt Rice, who will visit Germany on a trip to Europe next week, pledged to "provide a prompt and 

*1£5?S£5i Smenxl^ *«" •» Bush administrates response to the 

^^jSZSSSS^Sfi downptayed the controversy by saying it was not a major «sue wrth 

governments. maatin „ , , ftffici als had also qiven little sign they would answer growing calls in Europe for an 

° h Xcontrawrsy has fueled pubfc and novemment concern in Europe about America's tactics in its war on terrorism 
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with the laws and Constitution of the United States and with international obligations. 

U S President George W Bush brushed off reporters' questions on whether the allegations would be investigated^ 
"The United States of America does not torture. And that's important for people around the world to understand, Bush 
said in Texas. 

Under T domeSic^reIsure to make the United States give more information about the secret-prison allegations reported 
bv the Washington Post, Steinmeier told reporters he raised the issue. 

But he also sought to stop the controversy from clouding an expected new drive to improve ties after the Bush 
administration clashed with its key ally over the Iraq war. ■ *. 

Steinmeier agreed to the unusual move of not holding a joint news conference with Rce, where questions on the 
scandal could have eclipsed a sense of cooperation the governments want to show on such issues as Iran and 

Af9 ChSg to pressure in a private meeting was in keeping with what political analysts have predicted will be a change in 
<sMp from the Drevious German government's practice of airing its differences in public. 

^SSmacS the mSng was not dominated by "secret prisons" and lamented that the report had distracted from 
the countries' diplomacy, which will intensify with Rice's trip, as well as visit this week to Germany by her deputy, Robert 

Z ° "Certainly I think that in the public discourse it is a topic that is taking up quite a bit of time." McCormack said. 
(Additional reporting by Markus Krah in Washington and Patsy Wilson in El Paso, Texas) 
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